CLASSMATE 1
Brittany Kehinde 
Yesterday Jun 21 at 5:12pm 
1. Choose one point or aspect from textbook or other teaching/learning materials presented in the course and describe how it has helped you to develop as a researcher. 
During module 1, there was a video presented by Dr. Martin Patton. During this video clip Dr. Patton discussed the difference between and scholar practitioner and a researcher. He described a scholar-practitioner as an individual who is committed to making a change in society with hopes that their end results of the data collected represents a positive change. But a researcher is just an individual who studies and carries out the research but do not use it. He also pointed out that being an effective researcher you have to enter it with an open mind. This has helped me because although you may have a bright idea and believe that it will work there is a chance that the study may fail. So, entering research with an open mind and knowing that it is trial and error will help. 
 
2. How has your development as a researcher impacted your professional life? How do you think it will impact your professional life in the future?
 
Throughout this course I have grown to learn more about the process of being an effective researcher. The development as a researcher has impacted my professional life because now, I am able to take on more responsibility at work that surrounds the task of researching effective techniques and strategies that can help improve student outcome. I know now how to distinguish between effective research and non-effective research. I believe this will impact my professional life in the future because I am now able to take the proper steps of developing studies that can have a positive effect on the students within my school. Being an educator it is important to have the proper skills and knowledge on effective researching because there are new strategies and techniques that are developed daily to help enhance students’ academic progress and with the knowledge that I have learned I will be able to voice my opinions on whether or not those strategies will have an impact on my students based on the results and findings of a study.

CLASSMATE 2
Samantha Sehter 
Friday Jun 19 at 9:54pm 
Among the many topics addressed throughout this course that have helped me to better understand the methodology of research, the topic that stands out to me most is how to appropriately review and critique an article. First, having a clear understanding of how qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods design approaches differ from one another has contributed to my overall understanding of how researchers can arrive at different results. As a researcher, I now know how to ensure my instruments are reliable and valid, that my sources are credible, appropriate, accurately referenced, and so much more.
My development as a researcher has impacted my professional life because I feel confident knowing that I can pick up a scholarly article and clearly decipher all of its contents, including the purpose of study, research questions, findings, implications, and other key elements. I think it will impact my professional life in the future by allowing me the opportunity to potentially explore research on my own and knowing how to employ both quantitative and qualitative techniques when doing so. I also believe that as a special educator, it is important to be familiar with studies and data in order to draw on the most evidence-based treatments and interventions possible for my students. I also feel much more comfortable navigating reliable databases such as ERIC on the Barry Library, Google Scholar and ProQuest, which I am confident will come in handy when needing sources for the future. 
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